Community Forum
1/28/2021

Welcome! We will begin at 6:00pm

Meeting Info:
We will be sharing information and updates.
There will an opportunity to ask questions at the end.
You are welcome to put questions in the chat as we go, and we’ll address all
questions at the end.

Staff and student safety is a top priority.
● Oregon will be living with the virus until there is widespread immunity,
which is many, many months off.
● We want to ensure the health of our communities and prevent the virus
from spreading.
● The best tools to protect individuals are physical distancing, face coverings,
and hygiene.
● This means ensuring young people and our school staff take necessary steps
to mitigate risk and protect themselves and their families.

Taking a measured approach to returning to inperson instruction.
● Begin on-site instruction for a portion of students, beginning with our
youngest learners.
● Create the conditions for staff and students to establish safety routines and
cohorts that promote a stable learning environment and safeguard against a
transition back to distance learning.

Snapshot of Key Updates
Ready Schools, Safe Learners
January 19, 2021

Timeline of recent changes:
●
●
●
●
●

Operating under metrics throughout the fall
December 23 - Governor announcement
December 31 - metrics changes to advisory, wait for guidance on 1/19
January 19 - RSSL Guidance updates
Now: moving forward to start bringing students back on campus, informed by most
recent guidance updates

Key Update
Operating schools in-person
● Opening schools relies on implementing public health and safety
protocols/requirements with fidelity and consulting with local
public health officials.
● Blachly School District must follow the requirements outlined in
RSSL and submit new blueprints when the instructional model
changes.

Key Update
Advisory Metrics
● The county metrics remain and the chart in RSSL serves as the
best tool for determining when cases are down enough to
return to in-person instruction.
● Blachly School District will continue to follow the metrics
outlined in RSSL guiding when we can return to in-person
instruction.

Operating Outside of the Advisory Metrics
● Any district/school located in a county that does not meet the advisory metrics:
the school must offer access to on-site testing for symptomatic students and staff
identified on campus as well as those with known exposures to individuals with
COVID-19 (by March 1, 2021,)
● Recently, legislation was passed that provides limited liability coverage for districts
related to COVID. Districts that operate outside of RSSL guidance and metrics will risk
losing this coverage.

Updated metrics

(based on the Harvard
Global Health Institute
recommendations)

Vaccine Update

What We Know as of January 28, 2021

Key Update
All health and safety protocols in RSSL are required
● Blachly will develop, practice and train our staff and students to
use new routines.
● This includes diligent entry screening, face coverings, physical
distancing, cohorting, frequent handwashing, and all of RSSL
sections 1-3 (includes over 160 specific requirements).

Entry & Screening
What’s Required?
● Direct students and staff to stay home if they have COVID-19 symptoms.
● Diligently screen and log all students and staff on entry to
bus/school/outside learning space.
○ This can be done visually as well as questioning students and staff
● Follow local public health advice on restricting any student or staff known
to have been exposed from school .
Full list of requirements can be found in Section 1f.

Physical Distancing
What’s Required?
● Establish a minimum of 35 square feet of distance per student and teacher
in a classroom.
● Minimize time standing in line and take steps to ensure 6 feet of physical
distance can be maintained, including marking spaces on the floor, and one
way traffic flow in constrained areas.
Full list of requirements can be found in Section 1c.

Cohorting
What’s Required?
● Students cannot be a part of any single cohort, or multiple cohorts that exceed
100 people within the educational week.
● Schools must have a system for daily logs.
● Minimize the number of staff that interact with each cohort to the extent
possible.
○

Staff who typically interact with multiple cohorts (music, PE, library, aides) will have
schedules altered to reduce number of cohorts/students they interact with

Full list of requirements can be found in Section 1d.

Public Health Communication & Training
What’s Required?
● Offer training to all staff prior to being in-person in any
instructional model.
● Develop protocols for communicating immediately with staff,
families, and the school community when new case(s) of
COVID-19 are diagnosed in students or staff members.
● Offer periodic training explaining infection control measures.
Full list of requirements can be found in Section 1e.

Face Coverings
What’s Required?
● Face coverings required for all students K-12, all staff, and any visitors
● Individuals may remove face coverings while working alone in private offices.
● Face coverings are not a choice:
○ Students who abstain from wearing a face covering, or students whose
families determine the student will not wear a face covering for valuesbased reason should be provided access to CDL.
(additional provisions apply to students protected under ADA and IDEA.)
Full list of requirements can be found in Section 1h.

Transportation
What’s Required?
● Face coverings for all students and staff
○ Eating/drinking on buses are not allowed
● Take all possible actions to maximize ventilation: Dress warmly, keep
vents and windows open to the greatest extent possible.
Full list of requirements can be found in Section 2i

Contact Tracing
What’s Required?
● In order to support LPHAs and reduce the time it takes for an LPHA to respond to
an individual and/or to address capacity issues, schools have support from OHA
and ODE to respond to exposures and presumed/confirmed cases.
○

The first and primary option is for districts to quarantine entire cohorts whenever there is
presumptive or confirmed case following the quarantine guidance outlined in
Scenario Planning for COVID-19 in Schools.

For additional information, refer to ODE’s Guidance for Schools Responding to LPHA Capacity Needs Related to Contact Tracing

What will learning on-campus look like?
●
●
●
●

Students will arrive and proceed to a designate entry location (by grade/class)
Breakfast and lunch occur in classrooms
Students will be grouped into cohorts, to minimize exposure
Students will be assigned to individual desks, with 35 square feet of space, and 6
feet between students
● Large group activities (recess, PE, music, assemblies) will be redesigned to keep
cohorts small
● Interventions may still be virtual (i.e. speech, special education groups)
● Restrict visitors

Phase-In Details:
Elementary:
We will be sending more specific details to families (with grade level specific information) next week
● Feb. 1-4: No school for grades K/1/2. CDL for grades 3-12
● Feb. 8-11: K/1/2 students have an orientation day on campus. No school for grade 6
● Feb. 15-18: K/1/2 students begin on-campus. No school for grades 3/4/5
● Feb. 22-25: Grades 3/4/5/6 have an orientation day on campus
● March 2-4: Grades 3/4/5/6 start (staggered start)

Middle/High:
● Will phase in after K-6 have returned, and the metrics allow
● Working to increase Limited In-Person Instruction (LIPI) opportunities
● Developing and sharing those specific details with projected goal dates as we move forward

What about athletics?
● Athletics are governed by OHA/OSAA and tied to the County Risk Phases set by the
●
●

Governor’s office (not to RSSL)
Lane County is currently in “Extreme Risk” and we are doing what is allowable
When the county transitions to other phases, we will expand opportunities
accordingly

Questions...

